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Synopsis

Although Richard Wagner composed only a small number of songs, several of those he created
hold an important place in the history of the lied. This volume contains 20 songs, virtually all the
surviving works he completed for voice and piano, reprinted from the authoritative Breitkopf &
HAxrtel edition.The songs range from Wagner's seven early settings of texts from Goethe’s Faust to
the five touching songs with verses by the composer’s lover and patroness Mathilde Wesendonk,
two of which originated as sketches for Tristan und Isolde. The "Wesendonk Lieder," which were
never orchestrated by Wagner, are presented here in their original version. In all, this volume
represents a rare opportunity for singers and musicians & ” any music lover & ” to study and enjoy a
set of familiar masterpieces along with a number of fascinating works that illuminate Wagner’s

earlier development.
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Customer Reviews

Composer, conductor, theater director, and essayist Richard Wagner (1830&#150;83) is best
remembered for his operas. His compositions are characterized by their complex texture, rich
harmonies and orchestrations, and elaborate use of leitmotifs &#151; musical themes associated
with individual characters, places, and ideas. Wagner wrote both the music and libretti for every one

of his works.



| love this!!l Great song cycle. Used it for singing and for a presentation. Beautiful design also on the

cover.

It is a wonderful & simple music, so much better than sheet music, this is just what | was looking for.
My grand piano is gone but with score, words both in German & translation one can’t complain.

Wonderful book to study such great music. Octogenarian
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